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more than a very few of the cases, every one of which was a
romance or a comedy or a tragedy in itself which were his
daily routine in those years. Their titles could all be gathered
from his fee-books ; their reports can be found in The Times,
or any other widely published newspaper of the period, and
many of them could be enriched by the recollections of the
advocate himself. A full collection of them would make a
wonderful anthology of picturesque and striking advocacy,
but by the present writer, in the nature of things, with so
much of his task behind him and so much before him,
only a few can be selected which are interesting for special
reasons.
Briefs poured into Dr. Johnson's Buildings in incredible
numbers, but only a moiety at most were accepted. The
clerk, who received of right a commission on all fees, told
the disappointed clients that it was no use, as Mr. Carson
would do only one case at a time. It took him a little while
to accustom himself to the idea that it was the clerk, and not
the principal, who fixed the fees : and the amount marked
on the briefs seemed to be mounting day by day in the most
alarming fashion.
One winter's afternoon, a visitor knocked at about four
o'clock on the door of Dr, Johnson's Buildings, and was
admitted. He spoke with a broad Irish brogue. Mr. Carson
was out, and Hamilton, the clerk, eyed him suspiciously.
They did say, although it was difficult to believe stories of
the kind about such a quiet, courteous gentleman, that there
were Irishmen who were after his master's blood. " What
"name, sir ? " asked the cockney clerk. " O'Brien." Hamilton
almost slammed the door in the visitor's face. No, he was
afraid that Mr. Carson was still in Court. Mr. Carson usually
was in Court: he could not say when Mr. Carson would
return. The clerk's worse fears were confirmed. This must
be the terrible criminal whom Carson had so often sent to
gaol. Visions of the Phoenix Park murder rose before his
eyes; he wanted no Fenian murder in the Temple. What
has a respectable barrister's clerk done to deserve this ? It
was all Mr. Darling's fault for bringing an Irishman into
chambers. Scotland Yard must be informed at once. Then